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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, December 17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

   

Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

  

Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment to say 

that the holidays are a joyous time for some, but for others it is a difficult time and to 

remember those in the community who may not have family or friends and to share the joy 

of the season.   

 

1) Communications:   

a. Letter from the Frank H. Fox Division 16 Ancient Order of Hibernians re: St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade request.   

 

A motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee Schleimer, 

to approve the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday March 9, 2019 at 2pm, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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b. Letters re: Spring Fling Food Truck Event.  

 

Joanne Aquilino, Superintendent of Recreation, explained to the board that this event 

would be a fund raising event for Leonard Park that would include music, bouncy houses for 

the kids, and food trucks.  The funds would be used to offset the costs of a new playground 

being proposed.  She proposed the event to be held behind Village Hall, with a small 

entrance fee that would allow kids to go into all activities. The event would be coordinated 

through the efforts of the Recreation Department and the Recreation Committee. 

Trustee Schleimer had a question on whether all proceeds would go to the park, 

Trustee Grunthal asked if the entrance fee would cover costs for the event, and Mayor 

Picinich wanted to know why a fund raiser for the park could not be held in the park.  Ms. 

Aquilino replied that not all proceeds would go to the park as the food trucks would be 

selling their wares, which is part of the reason the Leonard Park Committee would not 

approve this event in the park, but that the entrance fee would cover all Village costs. The 

idea would be that the food trucks would also give a portion of their proceeds back to the 

park. The Leonard Park Committee would feel more comfortable with the event being held 

outside the park to abide by the guidelines of the deed.  

Mayor Picinich wanted to know if there was an alcohol component to this, who the 

liability fall on and who maintains the insurance on that.  Mr. Brancati offered that the 

person or business who owns the liquor license is the one who would hold the liability and 

the Village can ask for a certificate of insurance with the Village as an additional insured for 

the time on our property.  Deputy Mayor Farber asked if the Recreation Department would 

consider joining with the Chamber of Commerce and the Arts Council to do a joint event. 

Ms. Aquilino is open to the idea of a joint event with whoever wanted to partner with the 

understanding that the event is a fund raising event for Leonard Park.   

Trustee Schleimer stated that she had no issue with the bouncy houses or the food 

trucks, but is concerned with the beer and wine component at an event sponsored by the 

Village for Leonard Park with kids participating in the activities of the day.  Trustee Albanese 

agreed that the alcohol component might be a hard sell for the time frame.  He also 

mentioned that other parks have held events like this and sold tickets to the event to 

eliminate the money transactions at the event; giving the Village the ability to keep a 

portion of the proceeds.  The event being held off Main Street instead of the park would 

allow for more foot traffic.  

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Albanese, all 

in favor: 
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    Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Monthly Water Report – Byram Lake and Leonard Park November 2018. 

 

The water production for the month of November is a little more than 36 million 

gallons of water for a daily average of 1.2 million gallons a day.  We are down 55,000 

gallons a day from the October average and down more than 140,000 gallons from our 

September average.  The Lake is at 100% capacity at this time, the wells were off the entire 

month, and we took water samples from Leonard Park at the end of the month.  

 

b. Change in the Recycling Collection Schedule for the Holidays. 

 

ALL Village Offices will be closed on Tuesday, December 25th and Tuesday, January 1st. 

 The collection schedule for the week will be as follows:  

 

Monday          12/24/2018   Bottles and Cans pick up 

Monday          12/31/2018    Bottles and Cans pick up  

 

Mr. Brancati also wanted to take the time to wish everyone a safe, healthy, and 

happy holiday season.  

 

Trustee Grunthal questioned the average usage of surface water, 1,161,000 gallons 

per day, sounded low historically and wanted to know if there was anything we know about 

that which would cause the consumption to go down this much.  Mr. Brancati stated that 

there is a lower consumption in the winter months and is higher through the summer 

months with the pools and watering of gardens.  He agrees that it is a lower than it’s been, 

however, we’ve been actively working on tightening up the system with less leakage and 

things of that nature, as well as a year with a lot more rain.  
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5) Board Reports:  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber started by saying the Mount Kisco Arts Council met on 

December 7th and was happy to announce that the Summer Concert Series will return in 

2019 with the first concert slated for June 12th.  They are scheduling (8) eight concerts for 

Wednesday evenings at Fountain Park to begin 6:30pm.  There will be a new series of 

musical appreciation programs to beginning in April; more details to follow.  They may also 

be partnering up for the Spring Fling and holding an art show featuring local artists at 

affordable prices.  The holiday parties are in full effect with the Fire Department holding 

their rides with Santa Dec 8th, the participation was outstanding with the fire trucks filled 

with kids for this special ride with Santa.  At the annual holiday concert December 12th at 

the Fox Senior Center, the Fox Centertainers.  Thank you to all our senior performers; it 

was a great job!  Finally, on Saturday December 15th, the production of Scrooge at the 

Mount Kisco Library was sold out and was a great site to see. She wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a very happy and healthy New Year.  

Trustee Grunthal stated that the Mount Kisco Rotary Club is donating a Wall of Honor 

to the Village/Town of Mount Kisco to recognize our volunteer’s long service and dedication. 

The wall will be in Leonard Park and is currently being constructed and should be up within 

the next couple of weeks.  It is intended to honor the people who have made outstanding 

contributions to the community through their service.  

Trustee Albanese had no report, but wanted to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year.  

Trustee Schleimer wanted to give one piece of information; the Westchester Library 

System has made and is making available talking books and braille books in our libraries for 

anyone with a visual impairment.  To take advantage of this new resource, please call 914- 

231-3237, and the library will provide you with a reader free of charge.  

Mayor Picinich wanted to inform the community of a couple of things.  As some 

residents may know, Mount Kisco is a coterminous Village/Town.  As a result, we belong to 

two different originations, NYCOM (New York Conference of Mayors) which is for villages and 

cities and the New York State Association of Towns (NYSAOT) which is for towns.  Mayor 

Picinich had the honor of serving on the NYSAOT’s legislative committee up in Albany.  The 

objective of this committee is to set the legislative agenda, so Supervisors from towns from 

all over the State of New York come together; there were twenty-three (23) resolutions that 

they will be advocating for municipalities that included things like preserving and 

strengthening home rule, funding local water, sewer and infrastructure projects, changing 

the publication of legal notices, along with some that didn’t apply to our Big Little Village, 
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but I wanted to share this so that you know that your local government is working in 

cooperation with other local governments across the State to petition the State Legislature 

and Executive branch to provide greater and stronger support through those bodies for our 

municipality.  She wanted to take the time, since this is the last meeting of the year, to 

reflect back on things that have happened in our village over the last year.  Our Village 

Manager and department leaders delivered and are functioning on a budget that is below 

the tax cap, we have launched and are deep in the process of an efficient and engaged 

comprehensive development plan, we have approved solar legislation, we have planned and 

sent out a bid for our fire houses, we’ve created a new family recreation use and changed 

zoning to allow a new supermarket to move into our community, we’ve implemented no 

mow zones, we’ve hosted a new business open house, we’ve seen a decrease in the amount 

of empty store fronts welcoming lots of new businesses into our community, we’ve paved 

more than $700,000 worth of roads and sidewalks, we’ve created and implemented an 

Adopt-an-Area program to beautify our community, we’ve created a brand concept under 

the Big Little Village, we’ve increased our press coverage across Westchester County in a 

very positive way, and we have expanded our communications in the form of Facebook, 

letters in our water bills, and our new e-newsletter. The Village and all its employees have 

been working very hard on behalf of the residents.  The last thing she wanted to say was 

with the Christmas holiday approaching, consider shopping local; there are many 

opportunities in town to get great gifts and support local business.  

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution adopting the revised Financial Goals & Policies. 

Mayor Picinich stated that this resolution was tabled at the annual meeting allowing 

the documents to be updated from the many changes that were made throughout the 

years.  One change was in establishing our operating budget, the contingency expense 

reserve of no less than 2% of the general operating budget or no less than 1% of the 

general operating budget if the fund balance exceeded 20% of the general operating 

budget; allowing flexibility to reduce the reserve if we had a fund balance of 20% or larger. 

The other change that was made was to accommodate NYCLASS, allowing 50% of our total 

balance or $17M; whichever was less.   

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to point out on the operating position in the policies, it is 

necessary to have a contingency reserve and those reserves happen in two places.  One in 

the budgeted contingency reserve, and second, one contingency reserve that lives in the 

general fund balance.  What this document is saying here is that we are continuing as we 

have before, budgeting a contingency reserve of 2%, but because we have been so 
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financially successful over the last couple of years and our general fund balance has been so 

high, we’ve said that when the general fund balance is a lot higher than needed, we don’t 

have to budget the 2% we can budget 1%.  

  

Trustee Schleimer asked, again, that our Finance Committee give us input on 

changes of this magnitude.  She is still uncomfortable with the approval of NYCLASS which 

was made based on incomplete information and believes to move ahead making major 

financially determinations, there is no reason why this board can’t ask the committee to 

meet with the board to discuss or provide the board with their review to guide the board.  

  

Mayor Picinich wanted to remind the public that these revisions were made in the 

beginning of the year at the recommendation of the Finance Committee.  

 

A resolution adopting the revised Financial Goals & Policies was offered by Trustee 

Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Continue discussion on Guiding Principles for Certificates of Occupancy and 

Predate Letters issued in Contravention of State or Village Zoning Code.  

Mayor Picinich went over the policy that was proposed regarding fire safety 

regulations and zoning code that was presented to the public.  People have made casual 

comments, but the board has not received any formal comments speaking to this policy. 

This is not legislative, but this policy reinforces New York State Building Code as well as our 

own zoning codes.  

Trustee Grunthal stated that the board has been discussing this for a year and are 

giving some relief to people in this process.  His feeling is that the board should accept it, as 

a guiding principle for use by our building department.  

Trustee Schleimer thought that it should be tabled as it is listed on the agenda as 

continued discussion and not a vote in case residents want to continue to comment or have 

the opportunity to comment.  

Trustee Albanese believes that the building department needs to move forward and 

they need these guidelines that have been discussed for more than a year. He believes we 
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are ready. Deputy Mayor Farber stated that this policy would be used as a guide not as 

legislation so why does it need to be voted on at all.  

The board decided to table the adoption of this policy for the next meeting.  

 

7) New Business: 

a. Appointment to the Zoning Board of Appeals (5 year term). 

 

 A motion to appoint Arthur Weise to the Zoning Board of Appeals was made by 

Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Appointment to the Landmark & Historical Preservation Commission (3 year 

term). 

 

 A motion to appoint Laurie Kimsal to the Landmark & Historical Preservation 

Commission was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber, all 

in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Resolution to accept the Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement for the 

distribution to the involved agencies and the public - Comprehensive Plan and 

Zoning Code Amendments.  

  

 Mayor Picinich stated that as part of the Comprehensive Plan process, a document 

called the Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS) needs to be accepted.  

This document answers questions posed from the draft version of the document as well as 

public comment.  This document was discussed with the board and consultants on the 

project and what this vote does is release this information to the public.  
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 Trustee Schleimer is aware that there is a legal time constraint with the FGEIS, so 

she believes that the farthest date that this could go is to our next meeting which is January 

14, 2019 to allow the board adequate time to deal with anything that comes in during this 

comment time.  She is also concerned that we are getting into a very heavy schedule and a 

lot of the people who have concerns in this project are also interested in the Planning Board 

agenda items dealing with the solar project being proposed at Oakwood Cemetery.  She 

proposed that the Planning Board change the date of that meeting to allow people to 

comment at both meetings.  

 Mayor Picinich commented that her understanding is that the Planning Board is will 

likely leave the public hearing open longer on the solar farm project proposed for Oakwood 

Cemetery.  So there will be time for people to make their comments on that project.  

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal to accept the FEGIS and was seconded by 

Deputy Mayor Farber, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION RE: TO ACCEPT THE FINAL GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT (FGEIS) FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE INVOLVED AGENCIES AND THE 

PUBLIC.  

 

WHEREAS, the Town/Village of Mount Kisco is preparing a Comprehensive Plan pursuant to 

Section 7-722 of New York State Village Law and concurrent Zoning Changes; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees declared lead agency on April 16, 2018; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a scoping session; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees developed a Draft Generic Environmental 

Impact Statement (DGEIS); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a comment period on the DGEIS from 

September 17, 2018 to October 26, 2018; and  

 

WHEREAS, the FGEIS has now addressed all comments to the satisfaction of the Board;  

now therefore be it  
 

RESOLVED, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees accepts the FGEIS for distribution to the 

involved agencies and the public. 
 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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d. Resolution authorizing the Village Treasurer to pay certain claims in Advance of 

Village Board Audit and Approval. 

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Albanese, all 

in favor.  

Motion Adopted  

 

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated December 13, 2018 for the 

months of November & December 2018; all in favor. 

General Fund     $4,105,693.69 

Water Fund     $   242,539.64 

  Sewer Fund     $     71,354.84 

  Library Fund     $     91,833.28 

  Capital Fund     $   155,790.63 

  Trust Fund     $      4,823.94 

    TOTAL   $4,672,036.02 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

9) Minutes:  

 Regular Meeting Minutes – November 19, 2018 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

adopt the minutes as presented, all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 Annual Village Board Meeting Minutes - December 3, 3018 

 

A motion was made Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to adopt 

the minutes as presented, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 Annual Town Board Meeting Minutes - December 3, 2018 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

adopt the minutes as presented, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes – December 3, 2018 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

adopt the minutes as presented, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 
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11) Public Comment: -  

 

 Mr. Dave Coates of Crow Hill Rd. had a question about the proposed cell tower at 

Leonard Park.  He wanted to offer that that park is sacred and doesn’t believe that a tower 

at the park is necessary.  He believes that it would ruin the beauty that the park currently 

offers.  

 Mayor Picinich stated that Homeland towers did their balloon test on December 1st 

and would be presenting their renderings at the next meeting on January 14, 2019.  He was 

more than welcome to be present for that and make any additional comments.  She wanted 

to remind residents that there is no action to vote on before the board; these are initial 

proposals.  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:10pm.  

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

/lh 

 


